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Since its fouudation in r-54o. t ire Societv ofJesus has counted among its mernber a large
and grou'inq number of accompiished scicntists rvho have published u-ideh' on astron-
omy, mathematics, geographv, bioloqv, and manv other subjects. 

' l 'he 
Jesuits arrived

in the Americas to preach and teacir, but their mission \.as not l imited to these tasks;
scientif ic u'ork could and should be a part of the ir evervdav ministrv. To comprehend
the mission field in all i ts complexity u'as considered necessarv in order to convert the
inhabitants. f ' l .rc late-sixteenth-centurv work of Peruvian missionarvJos6 de Acosta,
including studies of both the natural and social worlds of the Indies, u'ould become a
model for manv laterJesuit publications.

El snber de lot,iestitns includes rz substantial contributions concerningJesuit natu-
ral histories ofthe \eil.\4brld v-ritten during the seventeenth and eighteenth centu-
ries, after the titne of ,,\costa. The emphasis is on Spanish rnd Portuguese America,
but New France is also included. -\Iost of the articles focus on a perticularJesuit author
or a l irnited geographical areir. -\ ' Ianv of the subiects are, l laturällv, farnil iar to rnarly.
This book takes a place amonq nanv other recent contributions on earlv modernJesuit
scientit lc work in the Anrericas and else'w-here, including .\ lordechai Feingold's edited
vcrlunreJtr-vrirScienct:lrtdtltttRttpuhlico-f'Letters(MITPress, zool),.'fesuitEncountersinthe
){et, {4/orld (tgq), edited bl'Joseph Ä. Gagliano and Charies Ronan. and not least the
roluminous collection of articles edited bvJohn \4i. O"\lallev under the tit le 

' l- l te,/esu-

its: Ctitttres. Sruez,:tr.r. tnd tbrt,4rts, r54o-ri7; (Univ. of Toronto Press, r999). ILru-ever,
given the explicit focus c,n the genrc of natural historie s in the Americas, El suher de los
jesuitns is an irnportant and u.elconte cotrtribution to the field.

In the Jesuit natural histories of the seventecnth rn,l rarh' ciqhteenth centuries,
empirical observations of the f'lora and fäuna of the \eu- \\brld u'ere rnixed u'ith theo-
logical interpretations of nature. The pl:rnt and aninrai species previouslv unknou,n to
the Europeans u'ere olien presented as wonders of nature and as clear signs of the great-

ness of (]od. 'I 'he 
studl' of such things thus contributed to the grearer glorv r-rf God,

u'hich should be the goel for evervJesuit endeavor. Both reason and emotion should have
their place in the.fesuit natural histories. Jlargaret Er.valt demonstrates this exception-
a1lvu'ell in her case studv of the rhetorics inJoseph Gunrilla's Orinoco ilustrado (tZ+t -4S),

in n'hich Gumilla readilv combincd the use r:rf tl're logos and the pathos to inform, edifi',
and entertain the audience.

IIowever, the Jesuits in the '\tnericas rvere not the only ones to use this informa-
tion in their writ ings. Their reports and book also gave material to metopolitanJesuit
scholars such as.f uan llusebio Nierernberg or Athanasius Kircher, w-hose books lvere very
u'idelv circulated and debated in seventeenth-centurv Europe. The remarkable articles
by l.uis tr4il lones Figuerna and I)omingo [,etlezma, respectively, analvze the An.rerican
impact on these members of the Jesuit intell igentsia.
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Af tc r  h rv ing  bcen expe l led  f rom the  Span ish  rea lms in  q67,  some ex i ledJesu-

its u'rote books ot ' t  the countr ies thel ' left  behind. ' l 'hese texts were often u'r ir tel as

responses to natural phik:;sophers such as Ger.rrEles Buftbn and Cornelius De Pauu', who,

based on cl imatological reast.rning, argued that ,Arnerica u.as a degenerate continent and

that i ts native inhabitants were equallv perverted.Jesuits such asJuan Ignacio de l lol ina

for Chile, FranciscoJavier Clavi jero fbr. l , Iexico, andJuan de Velasco for Ecuador empir-

ical ly stut l ied their ou.n reqions u-hi le direct lv or indirect lv refut ing the arguments of

the European "armcirair researchers" and presentinq rhe Americas as a land of milk and

honey.
'I'he 

rnajoritv r.rf the articles here are in Spanish, but some are in Flnglish or Portu-
guese. This rniqht be a problen for some readers. To those accustc,med to publ icat ions

onJesuit historv, hou'ever, such a polvelot volume ri ' i l l  not see[t our of the ordinarv.

Civen the u'el l-clef ined thenre of the volnme, the art icles are, c,f  course, thematicalh'

intertu. ined. Yet repeti t ions are verv rare, u,hich is a clear sign ofthe good u,ork ofthe

authol 's and the et l i tors. A great number of u.el l-chosen i l lustrat ions also contr ibute tcr

t ire value of the book, r,r-hich could be read bv both r\nericaniss and general students of

the historv ofscience and ideas.
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